Fairy Gardens: Invite some fairies into your life today! 
By Sue Scholz    susan.m.scholz@gmail.com  814-823-1378
What fairy could resist sitting on a cozy bench next to a tiny house surrounded by mini flowers?  Anyone can create magical memories while making a fairy garden. It’s even better making a fairy garden with children--it will thrill them and inspire their imaginations.  Miniature plants can create the effect of a small forest or a mossy lawn. Add an adorable house or fairy door on a tree stump and some adorable accessories and you can expect the fairies to arrive!

Fairy gardens are miniature gardens created right in your garden or in containers either outside or inside for fairies to live in. Everything is miniature--fairy size. The fun we had playing with dolls in our dollhouses as children can be resurrected in building fairy gardens. It can be a new hobby to be shared with your children and grandchildren. It is a wonderful way to introduce gardening to a child. But don’t leave the boys out. If they wrinkle their noses at fairies they can have just as much fun making a mini garden with gnomes, plastic dinosaurs and Pokemon figurines. Fairy gardens have been around for centuries, but have been enjoying a new popularity. The goal is to make a fairy-sized garden that is so inviting that the fairies will move right in.
Locations for Fairy Gardens
There are many places to create a fairy garden. Make one outside, near or under a tree or a mossy tree stump.  Get the kids involved and plant near the children’s play area.  If you don’t have room outside then make an indoor fairy garden using house plants and it can be enjoyed all year long. 
Fairy Garden Containers
Anything goes for containers. Outdoor fairy gardens can be made in pots, wagons, wheelbarrows and window boxes. Indoor fairy gardens can be made from pretty shallow bowls, sturdy plant saucers, metal oil change pans, turkey roasters, old suitcases and traditional pots and urns. Use a high quality potting mix. 
Outdoor Fairy Garden Plants

The sky’s the limit for the plants. Think tiny and petite when choosing plants. Dwarf shrubs can be trimmed to look like mini trees. For outdoor fairy gardens, think succulents, sedums, alyssum, mini hostas and small leaved herbs, like thyme and mosses. Stroll though nurseries looking for minis. www.shop.miniaturegardenshoppe.com has many mini dwarf trees to give you ideas.

Indoor Fairy Garden Plants 
Fittonia:  green leaves with white, pink or red veins

Baby tears, helxine soleirolii: creeping with tiny leaves 

Snowbush, breynia disticha: looks like a mini tree with variegated foliage

Creeping fig ‘Snowflake:’ trailing with variegated leaves

Earth star, cryptantus: bromeliad rosettes of spiky leaves, great colors

Maidenhair fern: delicate lacy leaves

Hoya curtisii: a mini speckled hoya with small round leaves 

Dwarf Rex Begonia: great leaf shapes and color combinations

Arrowhead plant: tall, easy to grow

Pepperomia: heart-shaped, waffled leaves 

Mini prayer plants, mini African violets 

Fairies

There are fairies and fairy garden kits everywhere. The most wonderful fairies are inspired by author Cicely Mary Baker’s illustrations. Cicely Mary Baker is famous for her incredible books on fairies. She has written many books on flower fairies and her website is www.flowerfairies.com.

Accessories
The fairy houses and accessories are really fun to make and to find. You can make fairy houses from bottle gourds and bird houses. Fairy-up a plain wooden bird house by gluing stones and shells to the walls and using natural materials for the roof. Glue pinecone “shingles” to a plastic bottle. Chairs and benches can be made with cut twigs. A willow branch bent into an arch is an easy fairy arbor. Mushrooms: upholstery tacks painted red with tiny white dots. Gazing ball: a marble glued onto a golf tee. Plates and bowls: acorn tops. Bird baths, beds, papasan chairs: shells. Furniture and fences: driftwood. Fences:  Popsicle sticks.  Baby fairy bassinets: walnut shells. Pond: mirror from makeup compact. Many items can be made with polymer clay.
Other Places to Look

Once you start thinking about the world from a fairy’s perspective, you‘ll start seeing fairy garden accessories everywhere you go. Look for houses and bridges at pet stores in the fish section. Check out dollar stores, thrift stores and craft stores and grocery stores’ floral departments. Watch for Christmas ornaments that can be used in your fairy garden next year. Ornaments such as small houses, animals, mailboxes and even angels and fairies, can be found half off after Christmas. You might need to spray them with varnish to weatherize them. 

Fairy and Miniature Garden Books—there are many to choose from
1)Fairy Gardens: A Guide to Growing an Enchanted Miniature World by Betty Earl 2) Fairy Houses of the Maine Coast by Maureen Heffernan 3)Fairy Gardening: Creating your Own Magical Miniature Garden by Julie Bawden-Davis and Beverly Turner 4) Miniature Garden Guidebook: For Beautiful Rock Gardens, Container Plantings, Bonsai, Garden Railways by Nancy Morris

Local stores for fairy items. 

Gerlach’s Garden and Floral Center: 3161 West 32nd St., Erie 838-2363                                     

Plantscape: 7464 Hathaway Dr., Fairview 474-5214
Potratz Greenhouses: 1418 Buffalo Road, Erie. 453-5501 

Stan’s Garden Center: 5001 Buffalo Road, Erie  899-5424
Great fairy and miniature garden sites:

www.finefairyhouses.com                   one stop fairy garden shopping

 www.miniature-gardens.com              unique miniature fairy garden accessories

www.efairies.com                                fairy figurines and much more

www.minigardener.wordpress.com     miniature garden ideas

www.twogreenthumbs.com                 more miniature gardens

www.hookedonfairies.com                  Cicely Mary Baker fairies
I invite everyone to create a fairy garden for your home and garden. We all need more fairies in our lives. Who knows, they just may decide to move in! (
